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wont to be greatly saddened, but, cleaving to the pre-
cept of the apostle, they receive everlasting consola-
tion in the Lord.1

The saint now kindly addressed the brethren, and,
mindful of the tradition of the fathers, urged them with
spiritual discourses to preserve perpetually and in all
things the model of the constitution of the rule, and the
pattern of ecclesiastical prescription; and taught that
they should submit themselves to the government of
some spiritual father.2 Then all with one mind and one
voice earnestly demanded that all should implore our
saint, who at that time was called Winfrid, to assume
the pastoral office of abbot over them. But anon the
saint contemned his country's riches and abandoned
the primacy of government; and, being now ready and
prepared to fulfil his predetermined purpose, excused
himself with sagacious care, and declined and refused
the whole inheritance.

When now the winter time had passed and the
warmth of summer began to glow, and the pristine pur-
pose of the gliding year was renewed, he strove with
the utmost solicitude to renew and repeat the journey
which he had laid aside. Then, taking letters of in-
troduction from Daniel of blessed memory,3 watchman
of the people4 of God, he essayed to come to Rome, to

1  II Corinthians, i, 5; II Thessalonians, ii, 16.

2  Saint Benedict, Regula, 64.

3  Bishop of Winchester (705-745).    As to the letters, see note
below.

4  Plebis.   See DuCange, Glossarium Mediae et Infimae Lalinitatis,
s. v.    It will be noted that the word had a wide ecclesiastical mean-